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JOIN US IN CELEBRATING! MARCH IS DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH. MORE DETAILS ON PAGE 3.

D O N O R  E D I T I O N



March marks Developmental Disabilities Awareness 
Month, a time when we celebrate the abilities, 
achievements, and diverse contributions of the adults, 
children, and families we are privileged to support. It 
also is a moment to reflect on something essential to our 
mission: that opportunity does not happen by accident. 
It happens because a community cares deeply enough to 
make it possible. 

Every day, I am reminded that the programs, therapies, 
and services that help children and adults reach their full 
potential exist because of the extraordinary generosity of 
our donors. Their belief in what is possible fuels our ability 
to innovate, expand, and ensure that every individual, no 
matter their challenges, is the star of their story. 

Awareness and philanthropy are profoundly 
interconnected. Awareness sparks understanding. 
Understanding inspires engagement. And engagement 
leads to the kind of giving of time, resources, and heart that 
strengthens our programs and makes dreams come true. 

This month, as we highlight the many accomplishments of 
those we serve, we also honor the donors who make those 
accomplishments attainable.  

Thank you for standing with us, for believing in the 
individuals we support, and for helping us continue Dr. 
Gertrude Barber’s enduring vision: a world where people of 
all abilities belong and reach their full potential. 

John J. Barber 
President & Chief Executive Officer

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Our Mission Statement 
We are guided by compassion, innovation, and an 
unshakeable belief in human potential. We work every day 
to help make dreams come true for people of all abilities.

Volunteer and donor 
Robert Brabender, 

Esq. and his wife Jan 
attend the opening 

of the Founder’s 
Room. 

Representatives from the Kids-N-Hope 
Foundation present a check for $1,500 to 
our Philadelphia campus. 

Pictured left to right: Kerry, Ryan, and 
Rebecca plant flowers at our Corry campus. 
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J O I N  T H E  M O V E M E N T :J O I N  T H E  M O V E M E N T :  H O W  Y O U  C A N  S U P P O R T 
D E V E L O P M E N T A L  D I S A B I L I T Y  A W A R E N E S S
The roots of Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month can be traced back 

to 1987 when President Ronald Reagan first declared March as a month 
to raise awareness about including people with developmental disabilities in 
all facets of community life. It also highlights the difficulties that people with 
disabilities still face in fitting into the communities in which they live. 

“The general public can support disability awareness by fostering inclusion, 
educating themselves on disability rights and advocating for accessibility in 
their communities,” said Robert Barber, Barber National Institute senior vice 
president. “Simple actions such as using respectful language, listening to the 
experiences of individuals with disabilities, and challenging stereotypes can 
make a significant difference.” 

Supporting businesses and organizations that prioritize accessibility, attending 
disability awareness events, and promoting inclusive policies in workplaces and 
in schools also help create a more equitable society.  

“By actively engaging in conversations and standing up for the rights of people 
with disabilities, everyone can contribute to a more inclusive and supportive 
world,” said Barber. 

“ A D V O C A C Y  T A K E S  T I M E  A N D  C H A N G E 
D O E S N ’ T  H A P P E N  O V E R N I G H T .  K E E P 

P U S H I N G  F O R  P R O G R E S S  E V E N  W H E N 
C H A L L E N G E S  A R I S E . ”

Developmental
Disabilities

Developmental
Disabilities

A W A R E N E S S  M O N T HA W A R E N E S S  M O N T H

Join us this March to 
celebrate the 

incredible strengths 
and talents of those 

we serve and 
acknowledge the 

famil ies,  caregivers,  
and professionals 

who dedicate 
themselves to 

providing support 
and encouragement.

T I P S  F O R  A D V O C A C Y 
•	 Educate yourself – knowledge is the foundation of strong advocacy 
•	 Use your voice – share personal stories and real-life examples  
•	 Engage with legislators – contact state, local, and national 

legislators to support policies that protect and enhance the rights of 
individuals with disabilities 

•	 Promote accessibility – advocate for accessible spaces, 
transportation, and technology 

•	 Be an ally – listen and uplift the voices of individuals with disabilities

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
C R E A T I V E  C O N N E C T I O N S : 
D E V E L O P M E N T A L  D I S A B I L I T I E S 
A W A R E N E S S  M O N T H  A R T  E X H I B I T  -
Featuring original works from Erie and Warren adult services 
and Elizabeth Lee Black School students 
•	 March 2-March 31 
•	 Monday-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
•	 Erie Arts & Culture, 419 State Street, Second Floor, Erie (elevator 

available) 

E D U C A T I O N A L  D I S P L A Y 
•	 March 1-March 31 
•	 Blasco Memorial Library, 160 East Front Street, Main Floor, Erie 
•	 *free commemorative bookmark while supplies last at the 	

circulation desk 

C E L E B R A T E  W H A T ’ S  D I F F E R E N T 
P O D C A S T  -  Why do certain words make a comeback, 
and why does it matter? 
•	 This episode explores the resurfacing 

of an old, harmful word – retard- often 
slipped into jokes, memes, or comments 
on social media. We explore why certain 
words make a comeback and why it 
matters.

A L L  E V E N T S  A R E  F R E E  A N D  O P E N  T O 
T H E  P U B L I C 

Stream on demand and subscribe on Spotify 

Sponsored by Erie Arts & Culture, Warren Gives, Highmark, and 
donors to the Dr. Gertrude A. Barber Foundation
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This is BNI:
Refreshed 
Vision and 
Mission 
Guide Our 
Future
Our vision and mission statements have always guided 

the work we do. They are a living commitment to you 
and those we serve. 

In 2025, we began a year-long planning process which 
included extensive time evaluating and discussing each 
element of our brand, including our vision and mission 
statements, guiding philosophy, and corporate values 
to evaluate how well they reflect who we are today and 
who we aspire to become. 

“This reflection allowed us to identify areas where 
language could better capture our purpose, inspire 
action, and align with the evolving needs of the 
individuals and families we serve,” said Robert Barber, 
Barber National Institute senior vice president. “We 
have refreshed our vision and mission statements to 
reflect both our proud legacy and our commitment to the 
future.” 

Our refreshed vision and mission are more than 
statements; they define who we are, why we exist, what 
we believe, and what we are working toward. They set 
a foundation for our culture and guide our decisions. 
With this renewed clarity, we move forward, together, 
honoring our legacy and embracing our future. 

Both statements have been simplified and include 
aspirational and powerful word selections.  The 
reference to “people of all abilities” is inclusive and 
reinforces our founder Dr. Gertrude Barber’s words, 
“your child is welcome here.” This approach ensures 
that our words remain relevant as terminology and 
diagnoses change over time. 

Vision Statement: We believe in a world where people 
of all abilities belong and reach their full potential. 

Mission Statement:  We are guided by compassion, 
innovation, and an unshakeable belief in human potential. We work 
every day to help make dreams come true for people of all abilities. 

Corporate Values: 
•	 Respect for All People 
•	 Integrity 
•	 Quality and Excellence 
•	 Teamwork 
•	 Compassion 
•	 Informed Decision Making 

Guiding Philosophy: We believe all individuals are 
people of God with feelings, emotions, needs, and capabilities unique to 
these persons and their heritage. We are guided by the enduring values 
of faith, hope, and love, which shape our relationships, inspire our work, 
and sustain our belief in the potential of every individual. We believe 
that greatness is achieved through continuous learning and a deep 
commitment to those we serve and to one another. Our staff are the 
heart of our mission- their dedication, compassion, and skills drive our 
daily impact. We strive for continued quality improvement and seek to 
enhance the forward-thinking culture of excellence as our professionals 
practice at the highest level of expertise.

Mission, Values, and Vision
Visit barbernationalinstitute.org
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THESE RECOMMENDATIONS CAN HELP 
FAMILIES MANAGE THIS PROCESS MORE 
EFFECTIVELY: 

Family-Centered Care
Engaging families in the care process is crucial. 
Providing training and education to help caregivers 
understand the diagnosis, manage behaviors, and 
access community resources is essential. As the child 
approaches adulthood, guidance on supporting 
employment, independent living skills, and social 
inclusion is important. Transition planning should 
start in the elementary years, not at 21. 

Support Groups and Peer Networks
Facilitating the creation of family support groups or 
peer networks can help families share experiences, 
reduce isolation, and enhance their advocacy 
abilities. 

Respite Care and Mental Health Support
Families often experience high levels of stress. 
Identifying respite care services and mental health 
support for family members can help reduce 
caregiver burnout. 

Inclusive Safety Plans
Individuals with disabilities should be included 
in the safety plans. Promoting an inclusive 
environment fosters a sense of belonging and 
security. 

Holistic Family Support
Healthy family functioning is important. 
Practitioners need to support the needs of the entire 
family, not just the child with a disability. This 
includes addressing the added demands on time, 
emotional resources, and financial resources. 

NAVIGATING 
RESOURCES:

For families dealing with the challenges of intellectual 
and developmental disabilities, Pennsylvania provides 
a variety of services, and resources. However, the 
availability, quality, and suitability of these services can 
differ significantly, making it difficult to find the perfect 
fit for each family’s specific needs. 

By working as a team—families, caregivers, practitioners, and 
community members—we can build a supportive and effective process 
that ensures success for everyone navigating the system. Let’s 
collaborate, share our experiences, and support each other to create a 
brighter future for children & adults with disabilities and their families. 

HERE ARE FIVE GOVERNMENT-BACKED 
RESOURCES THAT OFFER VALUABLE INFORMATION 
AND ASSISTANCE:  
Pennsylvania Department of Human Services (DHS)

Learn about state-supported programs for individuals with 
intellectual disabilities, including Medicaid Waivers and 
eligibility requirements. 

Office of Developmental Programs (ODP)
Access training, policies, and other resources to understand 
the available services and supports in Pennsylvania.

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 
Explore federal programs that provide funding and 
guidance for in-home and community-based services. 

Disability Rights Pennsylvania (DRP) 
Gain support from a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
protecting and advocating for the rights of individuals with 
disabilities in Pennsylvania. 

Social Security Administration (SSA) 
Learn about Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and Social 
Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) benefits for individuals 
with disabilities.

A Guide for Families 
and Individuals 

Tim (left) gets 
ready to water 
the garden at 
his home. He’s 
pictured here with 
Laura Herbstritt, 
a Lifesharing 
provider family 
member. 
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Opening the Door
Living at Barber National Institute has opened the door for Ellen to 
lead an independent and vibrant life. With access to a wide range 
of programs and services that help her grow, make choices, and 
participate fully in the community, she thrives in an environment 
designed for her success. Just as important, she is surrounded by a 
dedicated team of staff who not only support her but truly adore her. 

“Ellen’s life is a vibrant tapestry of experiences and connections, 
thanks to her involvement in community-based programs and activities 
that keep her engaged and fulfilled,” said Traci Gardner, Barber 
National Institute regional director in Pittsburgh. “Before living with 
us, she was far less involved in the community.” 

Ellen lives in a community home in Pittsburgh and participates in 
Special Olympics, Theatre of the Arts, and ice-skating competitions. 
She contributes as part of a cleaning staff, enjoys “Time of Your Life” 
vacations, attends camps, and travels out of state for family functions.  

“These activities are more than hobbies; they are opportunities for 
her to connect, grow, and thrive,” said Traci. “In fact, her desire for 
more meaningful engagement was one of the reasons she left her 
previous provider. Without these opportunities, she would not feel as 
fulfilled or happy as she does today.  Anywhere she goes, she knows 
someone from her activities—a clear sign that she is truly part of her 
community. This sense of belonging is invaluable.” 

Ellen’s story reminds us that community engagement is essential 
for quality of life. It’s about more than activities. It’s about dignity, 
purpose, and belonging. 

“I am happy and I love meeting new friends. I do not like to sit 
around the house,” said Ellen. “I like to be free.” 

ON HER TERMS

For Diane, life at Barber National Institute isn’t just 
about receiving support but living each day on her 
own terms. Surrounded by caring professionals 
who know her well and cheer her on, she’s able to 
pursue her routines, responsibilities, and interests 
with remarkable independence.  

Diane is an example of how staying engaged can 
transform lives. A resident of a community home 
in Erie, she loves going out to eat, shopping, 
taking trips, staying in hotels, and camping. These 
activities keep her connected to the world around 
her and bring joy to her everyday life. 

“Before embracing these experiences, Diane’s life 
was much quieter—she typically stayed at home 
and watched TV. Without these opportunities, her 
mobility would have declined; depression could 
have set in, and negative behaviors might have 
emerged,” said Amy Amidon, Barber National 
Institute director of residential services in Erie. 
“Instead, she thrives. She enjoys ordering her own 
meals at restaurants, picking out clothes, smiling at 
strangers, and meeting new people. These simple, 
yet meaningful interactions give her a sense of 
independence and happiness.” 

Programs that promote community participation 
are essential because they offer experiences that 
institutional settings often cannot.  Community 
engagement isn’t just about activities; it’s about 
dignity, joy, and quality of life.  

"I enjoy going to the senior center and relaxing with 
housemates,” said Diane. “My favorite part is going to 
dances with my staff.”

Ellen enjoys 
the Pittsburgh 

skyline. 

Diane returns 
from a trip to 

visit family.
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Spirit of
Dedication
Spirit of
Dedication

As we recognize Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, it 
is fitting to highlight the team members whose dedication brings 

our mission to life every day. Among them is Rebbie Samuel, who 
celebrated an extraordinary milestone this past fall: 20 years of 
service. For Rebbie, the answer to what has kept her committed for 
two decades is simple and deeply felt: “Dr. Barber’s mission has kept 
me committed. I believe in it, and I look forward to continuing to be a 
part of it.” 

When asked how our mission of helping individuals achieve their 
dreams influences her approach to her work, Rebbie shared that it 
guides every interaction and decision she makes. Knowing that she 
plays a role in making dreams come true motivates her to give her very 
best, day after day.  

Although Rebbie is quick to describe herself as someone who prefers 
to be “behind the scenes,” her impact has been anything but quiet. 
She has been a steady, dedicated presence through years of change 
and growth, always focused on supporting the team and ensuring 
the highest standard of care. She laughs about being nervous during 
interviews, noting that she’s more accustomed to stepping up during 
moments like state inspections than being in the spotlight herself, 
another reflection of her humility and commitment. 

As we honor Rebbie’s 20 years of service, we also celebrate the spirit 
of dedication she embodies and one that reflects the very heart of 
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month. Rebbie’s steadfast belief 
in the mission and her daily work to advance it reminds us that the 
team behind the programs are what make our work truly exceptional. 

3 0  Y E A R S
Cecilia Polumbo
Patricia Pratt
Michelle Roberts
John Ropelewski
Denise Santi

3 5  Y E A R S
Jean Gardiner
Traci Gardner

E M P L O Y E E
M I L E S T O N E S
E M P L O Y E E
M I L E S T O N E S

2 0  Y E A R S
Larry Blum
Maria Brown 
Denise Hilliard
Jill Hosack
Rebecca Klanchar 
Jamie Laseck
Pamela Lockwood
Rebbie Samuel
Anthony Sherrell
Holly Swope

2 5  Y E A R S
Bridget Barber
Sylvester Blango
Abu Dabo
Lorraine Eggleston
Thomas Egloff
Renetta Evans
Jonathan Finke
Judith Frazier
Valerie Futrell
Joshua Johnson
Nikolay Melnik
Ernest Muscella
Charles Schwartz
Christine Stoker
Gregory Stubits
Daniel Vrenna
Thomasine Widener

4 0  Y E A R S
Cheryl Fisher
Kathi Gourley
Bonnie Johnson
Kevin Lingenfelter
Michael Palermo

4 5  Y E A R S
Susan Thompson
James Zalewski

Congratulations, Rebbie 
on celebrating 20 years of 

service! 

James “Jimmy” Zalewski 
celebrates 45 years on his 

decorated forklift. 

 Karina (center) is 
congratulated on her 
service milestone. 

Bridget Barber (left) receives the Gannon 
University Alumni Award.  

Cindy Priester, retired, 
smiles at graduation.

Staff gather to celebrate 
service milestones during a 
luncheon at our Erie campus. 
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A Tradition of Giving:
The Frank Varischetti Foundation 
Supports Barber National Institute

This past December, we were honored to be selected as a recipient of The 
Frank Varischetti Foundation’s annual Christmas giving initiative. 

For decades, the Varischetti family has recognized the impact of Barber 
National Institute across Pennsylvania. Our programs, services, and mission 
have long resonated with their family’s values. The Foundation, established 
to honor the enduring legacy of Frank Varischetti, continues his life’s work 
of supporting organizations that make a meaningful difference in the lives of 
others. When considering how best to direct this year’s holiday giving, the 
Foundation’s board saw a natural alignment with our mission and values. 

“Community giving lies at the heart of the Foundation’s ethos,” shared board 
member Peter C. Varischetti, one of Frank’s four sons. “Barber National 
Institute not only embraces this principle but exemplifies it through its 
profound and lasting service to others.” 

Frank Varischetti was known for living by the motto: “Dream big, work 
hard, and have fun.” His philosophy continues to shape the Foundation’s 
philanthropic priorities today. Much like Frank, an innovator who turned 
ideas into action, the Foundation supports initiatives that produce direct, 
positive change in communities. One powerful example of this spirit was the 
Foundation’s decision to help establish a trauma center at their local hospital, a 
project they knew would have far‑reaching impact and reflected Frank’s deep 
compassion and generosity. 

The Foundation hopes its contribution will enhance the 
lives of the children, adults, and families we serve every 
day. “Given the many outstanding programs provided by 
Barber National Institute, we are confident that our donation 
will have a meaningful benefit,” said board member Nick 
Varischetti, Peter’s brother. 

When asked what made us stand out among the many 
causes they support, the Foundation emphasized the 
breadth and quality of our services. They recognized our 
long‑standing dedication to compassion, service, and the 
belief that every individual deserves the opportunity to reach 
their full potential. 

The Varischetti brothers also offered a message to other 
donors: “We hope others will recognize the importance of 
supporting individuals with disabilities and behavioral 
health needs, ensuring they have the resources and 
opportunities necessary to prosper in all aspects of life.” 

We extend our deepest gratitude to The Frank Varischetti 
Foundation for their generosity, their trust in our mission, 
and their continued commitment to strengthening 
communities. 

Photo 
of Frank 

Varischetti 
courtesy of 

the Frank 
Varischetti 
Foundation.

Gerry and Lauryn share a laugh after dinner.
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A Tradition of Giving:
The Frank Varischetti Foundation 
Supports Barber National Institute

According to Feeding America, 
approximately 22 percent of 
Erie County’s children are food 
insecure –that's 1 in 8 children.   
Some of the Barber National 
Institute’s Elizabeth Lee Black 
School (ELBS) families often face 
significant financial challenges 
due to the high cost of specialized 
care, adaptive equipment, and 
ongoing medical care. In addition 
to these expenses, many children 
require special diets or medically 
prescribed foods that are more 
expensive and harder to obtain. 
These circumstances place heavy 
financial burdens on families.  

School-level income data reports 
that 75 percent of enrolled ELBS 
students meet or exceed federal 
poverty guidelines. While ELBS 
participates in the Child and Adult 
Food Care Program (CACFP) 
to provide school meals and 
snacks during the school day, 
CACFP does not fund meals 
during weekends, holidays, or 
other critical out-of-school times. 
This leaves a significant gap for 
students and their families. 

“Our school backpack program 
ensures that students have 
access to shelf-stable food bags 
to take home on long weekends 
or holiday breaks, tailored when 
needed to their specific dietary 
or medical requirements, easing 
the load on families,” said Dr. 
Maureen Barber-Carey, Barber 

PRESQUE ISLE DOWNS & 
CASINO HELPS STUDENTS 
BEYOND THE CLASSROOM 

National Institute executive vice 
president. “This program reinforces 
our commitment to supporting 
the whole child and empowering 
families.”  

For 18 years, Presque Isle Downs 
& Casino in Erie has been involved 
directly and indirectly with ELBS 
since their opening in February 2007. 
Casino team members participate in 
the Read Across America program 
and hold positions on the ELBS 
advisory board. The casino team 
members began quietly collecting 
food items to support the ELBS food 
pantry approximately two years 
ago. Through this effort, the casino 
provides shelf-stable food that helps 
ensure students have access to meals 
even when school is not in session. 

“Our commitment goes beyond 
a one-time donation. Our annual 
food collection reflects a deep 
understanding of our community’s 
needs and our desire to make a 
sustained, meaningful impact,” said 
Gary Hendricks, Presque Isle Downs 
& Casino vice president and general 
manager. “This partnership reflects 
our genuine desire to help.” 

Presque Isle Downs & Casino’s 
continued commitment to ELBS is a 
powerful example of how sustained 
community partnerships can create 
lasting change. “The impact is 
felt far beyond the classroom,” 
concludes Dr. Barber-Carey. 

Support the 
Elizabeth Lee 
Black School 
Food Pantry

The Presque Isle Downs & Casino team drops off donated food items to the Elizabeth Lee Black School.

Elizabeth Lee Black School administrators Chris Boyd (left) 
and Cindy Priester (center) present the Presque Isle Downs 
& Casino team with an original piece of student artwork.

Presque Isle Downs & Casino team members unload their 
van full of food donations. 

9



KeyBank: A 200‑Year 
Commitment to 
Education, Inclusion, 
and Community

For two centuries, KeyBank has built its legacy on more than financial 
services. As the institution just celebrated its 200‑year anniversary, its 

longstanding commitment to community investment and inclusive growth 
remains a central part of its identity, both nationally and locally through 
its support of organizations like Barber National Institute. 

Education is a cornerstone to KeyBank’s giving strategy. The bank believes 
access to quality education is foundational to individual success and 
community stability. That commitment was demonstrated in 2025 through 
KeyBank’s Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) contribution to 
Barber National Institute’s Elizabeth Lee Black School, totaling more than 
$35,000. 

“This generous EITC contribution from KeyBank helps us open doors for 
our students to receive high-quality preschool education and a strong 
start to learning,” said Dr. Maureen Barber-Carey, Barber National 
Institute executive vice president. “When children have access to high-
quality preschool, it builds confidence and foundational skills that follow 
them into kindergarten and beyond.” 

KeyBank’s philanthropic philosophy is rooted in the belief that strong 
communities drive lasting success. Across the country, the bank prioritizes 
partnerships that promote economic opportunity, accessibility, and 
well‑being, with a particular focus on health and human services. That 
commitment aligns closely with our mission, making the partnership a 
natural fit. 

“At KeyBank, community involvement isn’t a one‑time action. It’s an 
ongoing responsibility,” shared Victor Laurenza, Jr., KeyBank, market 
president for western Pennsylvania. That philosophy is reflected in the 
bank’s hands‑on support of organizations that address real, local needs 
while creating pathways for individuals to thrive. 

KeyBank’s dedication to inclusion extends beyond philanthropy and into 
its workplace culture. In recognition of its efforts, the bank was recently 
honored for the ninth consecutive year as a Leading Disability Employer 
by the National Organization on Disability. This recognition highlights 
KeyBank’s emphasis on accessibility, employee resource groups, and 
partnerships with organizations that support people with disabilities, both 
inside and outside the workplace. 

As KeyBank marked 200 years of service, its relationship with us 
exemplifies the power of intentional philanthropy. By supporting education, 
championing inclusion, and investing in community-based organizations, 
KeyBank demonstrates how thoughtful philanthropy can help communities 
grow stronger together.

Learn More about EITC at 
BarberInstitute.org

JOIN US FOR A FUN AND INCLUSIVE 
COMMUNITY WALK

What to Expect:
Two distance options - one-mile or three-mile walking event 
designed for adults and children of all abilities
•	 A fun, supportive atmosphere
•	 Great opportunities to socialize and connect
•	 Light refreshments at the start and finish line

When:
PITTSBURGH -  Saturday, May 30, 7:45 a.m. check-in/
registration,  9 a.m. (3-mile walk begins), 9:10 a.m. (1-mile  
walk begins)
ERIE - Saturday, June 6, 7:45 a.m. check-in/registration, 
9 a.m. (3-mile walk begins), 9:10 a.m. (1-mile walk begins)

Where:
PITTSBURGH - Point State Park (601 Commonwealth Place, 
Pittsburgh, PA, 15222)
ERIE - Penn State Behrend (Erie Parking Lot, 4701 College 
Drive, Erie, PA 16563

Fundraising is optional-but Fun! 
This event is free and open to all. But, for those walkers who'd like to support Creative 
Connections, the adult and student art program at Barber National Institute, raising 
$30 or more qualifies you for an official Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community t-shirt. 
Learn more about Creative Connections on page 14.

Get ready to move at your own pace, 
meet new friends, and celebrate 
wellness with Barber National 
Institute at the Highmark Walk for a 
Healthy Community in Pittsburgh and 
in Erie. Whether you walk, roll, stroll, 
or use mobility supports, everyone 
is welcome. The route is smooth 
and easy to navigate, perfect for all 
mobility types, including wheelchairs, 

walkers, canes, and power chairs. Join as an individual walker on the Barber National 
Institute Shamrocks team or form your own team of family and friends.

DEADLINE TO REGISTER: 
MONDAY, MAY 11, 2026 PITTSBURGH ERIE

Key Bank representatives present a $35,000 check to the Elizabeth Lee 
Black School’s Pre-K Counts program. 

Walkers pose for a fun group shot. 
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PALMIERO TOYOTA
Leads with Heart
Shared values often create the strongest 
partnerships. That’s why partners like 
Palmiero Toyota, a Meadville, Pennsylvania, 
family-run Toyota franchise, stand out. 
Their support is rooted in a clear belief: 
people deserve opportunities to go where 
they want to go. 

During our conversation, Palmiero Toyota 
leaders shared how Toyota’s longstanding 
principles shape the way they show up in 
the community. One message, delivered 
years ago by Toyota leader Akio Toyoda, 
has stayed with them: “Try to be the best 
in town… do the best in your market that 
you can do.” For Palmiero Toyota, that 
commitment is grounded in a pillar that 
deeply aligns with our own values: respect 
for all people. 

That shared value helped spark Palmiero 
Toyota’s connection to Barber Beast on 
the Bay in 2025, where they became 
the presenting sponsor of the adapted 
course for adults with disabilities. The 
adapted course is designed so individuals 
of all abilities can experience the thrill of 
an obstacle course challenge, the pride 
of completion, and the joy of being fully 
included. Palmiero Toyota explained 	
that what resonated most was helping 
create opportunities for people to do 
something they may have once believed 
wasn’t possible. 

“The adapted course was absolutely 
fantastic,” shared owner Allison Palmiero 
Brady, noting that providing access to 
experiences that feel out of reach for some 
people is exactly the kind of impact they 
want to support. The partnership became 

even more meaningful because Palmiero 
Toyota saw a direct connection to their 
own team and a team member that is a 
wheelchair user—recognizing how inclusion 
strengthens workplaces and communities 
alike. “I thought it was so special that we 
got to do the course with her. She was 	
the star.” 

Beyond event sponsorship, Palmiero 
Toyota’s broader giving model is built to 
be community-led. Their annual Give Back 
program sets aside funding each year, 
invites local charities to share how they 
would use the support, and then allows 
customers and community members to vote 
on where the funds go. As they described 
it, it’s a circle, neighbors supporting 
neighbors, with the dealership helping 
amplify what the community cares 	
about most. 

And perhaps their philosophy is best 
captured by the sign hanging in Allison's 
office: “You have to believe it to see 
it.” At Barber National Institute, we see 
that belief in action through partners like 
Palmiero Toyota, helping make inclusion 
visible, possible, and lasting for the adults, 
children, and families we serve. 

For 12 years, Barber Beast on the Bay 
united our community in support of 
individuals with intellectual disabilities. 
Now, that legacy continues with a 
reimagined adapted course – a better, 
more dynamic event that celebrates the 
courage, inclusion, and achievement for 
participants with a disability. 

We invite you to be a part of this next 
chapter. Customized sponsorship 
packages are available at all levels 
offering visibility, community 
engagement, and meaningful alignment 
with a cause that inspires. 

Adapted Obstacle 
Course Event Coming 

this September 

Save-the-date!
Sept. 12, 2026

Don’t miss your 
opportunity to be part of 
this inaugural event!

New & Reimagined! 

Palmiero Toyota team members support many community organizations 
including Barber National Institute. Pictured left to right: Carrie O’Shurak, Tanara Jones, 

and Josh Alonso celebrate at the 2025 Barber Beast 
on the Bay, Adapted Course finish line. 
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During Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, 
Jeffrey’s story reflects what supported employment 
makes possible: meaningful work, real inclusion, and 

the chance for individuals to contribute 
in ways that matter.  

FINDING 
PURPOSE AND 

BELONGING
THROUGH 

COMMUNITY 
EMPLOYMENT 

For Jeffrey, work is more than a paycheck; it’s a place 
to learn, contribute, and belong. After spending 

time in a small group employment setting at Barber 
National Institute, Jeffrey was ready for something 
more. That opportunity came at The Cork in Erie, 
where he now works as a prep cook, building skills 
and confidence in a fast‑paced kitchen environment. 

Jeffrey’s days are busy and purposeful. He pans 
ingredients, chops lettuce, prepares sauces, and uses 
the knife skills he’s worked hard to master. “I like 
using my knife skills,” he shared, proudly explaining 
what he’s learned about safety and proper technique. 
Working in the kitchen keeps him engaged, especially 
during the busy lunch hours, when the energy is high 
and everyone is moving. Just as important as the work 
itself is the environment. “They’re really nice,” Jeffrey 
said of his coworkers. “Everybody.” 

Supported by our vocational training program, Jeffrey 
made the transition from center‑based work into a 
community-based work setting with confidence. Job 
coaches provide guidance when needed, helping with 
organization, routines, and task support, while giving 
Jeffrey the space to work independently. Over time, 
support has naturally faded as his independence 	
has grown. 

Red Letter Hospitality Marketing Director Anné DiPillo 
sees firsthand the impact of inclusive employment, 
not just for Jeffrey, but for the entire team. “It has been 
an absolute game changer for our business,” she said. 
“Having Jeffrey here isn’t just about support, he helps 
us every day.” She explained that his work is essential 
to daily operations. “If you’ve had a cheeseburger at 
The Cork, Jeffrey pressed it. If we didn’t have Jeffrey, 
we wouldn’t have burgers.” 

Beyond productivity, what stands out most is 
connection. “He’s part of our team,” Anné said. “We 
make memories together, build friendships, and learn 
from each other.” The Cork’s commitment to inclusion 
also extends beyond employment, welcoming Barber 
National Institute Camp Connections campers into the 
restaurant to see what’s possible. For many, it’s their 
first time inside a commercial kitchen and a powerful 
reminder that community employment is achievable. 

Learn more about Vocational 
Training 

Jeffrey is a proud 
member of the 
team at The Cork 
in Erie. 

Red Letter Hospitality Marketing Director Anné DiPillo says 
Jeffery presses every cheeseburger at the restaurant. 

Jeffrey prepares sauces for the busy lunch hour at The Cork. 
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Join Our Team!

Generations of Commitment:
The Hilbert Family’s 
Connection to Barber 
National Institute

When Martha Hilbert (Wurst) talks about Barber National Institute, she does 
so with the ease of someone who has been part of its story for a very long 
time. Her family’s involvement spans generations, beginning when her parents 
were searching for opportunities for her sister Nancy after high school. They 
wanted her to stay close to home while still building skills and independence; 
options that simply didn’t exist widely at the time. 

“They discovered the Barber Center, and it was perfect,” Martha recalls. Nancy 
began in the workshop program, later working at the Boston Store cafeteria 
and eventually at Erie Insurance. Martha still remembers how warmly Nancy 
was treated at every step. “She loved it. She had good relationships wherever 
she went. And my parents were involved right alongside her.” 

That early connection led Martha into her own decades of involvement 
supporting events, volunteering, and eventually serving on the board. She 
remembers the years of spaghetti dinners, and garden parties filling the 
school gym and cafeteria with supporters long before modern fundraising 
galas. “Parents were deeply involved then,” she says. “There wasn’t funding for 
much, so everyone pitched in.” 

Her board service came during a time of significant growth and change, 
including the ambitious Project 2000 expansion. “It was a big step,” Martha 
says. “A major commitment. But it was needed. Families wanted a school 
they could be proud of.” She saw firsthand how the Institute pushed to 
keep improving and creating better spaces, better programs, and always 
forward‑thinking. 

That commitment to innovation is still what impresses her today. She points to 
advances in assistive technology and the ways children can now communicate 

using tools unthinkable even a decade ago. “The Barber Center is always moving,” 
she says. “They’re never content to stay where they are.” 

Martha and her late husband Bill have supported a range of initiatives over the 
years, including the recent renovation of the Barber National Institute pool. 
Despite her humility, Martha understands the quiet power of leading by example. 
While she prefers to give anonymously, she recognizes moments when her support 
can encourage others to say “yes” to a project that strengthens the community. 
Her recent contribution to the renovation the pool, soon to reopen with modern 
accessibility and safety features, and our home renovation campaign, are two 
examples. “If it encourages someone else to support something important, then 
it’s worth it.” 

Her philanthropy extends well beyond Barber National Institute to her parish at 
Saint George Catholic Church, to Cathedral Prep and Mercyhurst High Schools, 
and the local soup kitchen. But when she reflects on the connection that has 
endured the longest, it always comes back to how Barber National Institute 
supported Nancy and so many others like her. 

“They helped her become independent,” Martha says simply. “And they’ve done 
that for so many families. That’s why it has always mattered to us.” 

In her 80s, Martha remains characteristically humble about her impact. But her 
steady presence—and the legacy of her family’s decades of involvement—is a 
reminder that even the quietest generosity can change countless lives. 

Barber National Institute team members continue 
to carry forward a strong tradition of giving 
through a staff sponsored service fund, awarding 
more than $80,000 to charitable organizations 
across Pennsylvania this year. The funds were 
entirely donated by participating team members, 
with recipient charities nominated by the 
donors themselves, demonstrating the collective 
commitment and generosity of our team. 

“The service fund reflects our core belief that 
meaningful impact starts from within. Rooted 
in our mission and corporate values, the fund 
empowers us to support causes we care deeply 

BARBER NATIONAL INSTITUTE’S SERVICE 
FUND AWARDS $80,000

about, extending compassion beyond our 
walls and into the communities where we live 
and serve,” said Joe Geppert, Barber National 
Institute service fund president. “Our team 
members don’t just support individuals and 
families through their work; they actively 
invest in a broader community.” 

That spirit of giving traces back to Dr. 
Gertrude A. Barber, whose legacy emphasized 
service, connection, and responsibility to 
others. The service fund honors that legacy 
by encouraging team members to turn shared 
values into meaningful action. 

Charities supported this year span a wide range of 
causes, reflecting the diverse passions and priorities 
of staff—from human services and education 
to animal rescue and local fire departments. By 
placing nomination decisions directly in the hands 
of staff, the fund ensures contributions are personal, 
purposeful, and aligned with local needs. 

Martha Hilbert’s involvement at Barber National Institute spans generations. 
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We believe advocacy starts with being heard. Our art 
and music programs create practical, everyday ways 

for people to share what matters to them. Developmental 
Disabilities Awareness Month is a reminder that inclusion 
is not abstract; it happens when people lead with their own 
voices and choices. Creative expression gives people the 
chance to tell their own story, build meaningful connections, 
and take part in community life in ways that matter to them. 

Artist Ja’Leesa Williams worked with two groups of adults in 
Erie introducing them to embroidery, stitching, and machine 
sewing. “What stood out most to me was the way each 
student brought their personality into the work. Some were 
quiet and focused, while others shared stories and laughter 
as they sewed,” said Ja’Leesa. “The sewing room became a 
space of encouragement, patience, and pride. Every stitch 
was more than a task; it was a celebration of ability and 
creativity.” 

Breaking tasks into small, manageable steps, Ja’Leesa used 
hands on demonstrations and encouraged peer collaboration 
which helped build confidence and community. “During our 
embroidery project, participants worked in pairs to create 
shapes that we eventually pieced together. Watching them 
encourage each other, problem solve, and celebrate each 
other’s work was something special.” 

For more than 20 years, muralist Steve Mik has focused 
on large-scale public art, because he believes art is most 
powerful when it is accessible. “Public art can meet people 
where they are, to reflect shared stories, to create moments 
of connection in everyday spaces” –  like the hallway at our 
Elizabeth Lee Black School where a student-created mural 
was installed this past December. 

“Every student is different, but I focused on identifying 
shared abilities and designing activities that everyone could 
successfully participate in,” Steve shared. “By meeting 
students where they are, the sessions became accessible, 
supportive, and engaging for the entire group."  

Reflecting on the role of Dr. Gertrude A. Barber Foundation 
donors, Steve added, “Donors made it possible for students 
to take part in a creative experience that will endure 
for generations.  They made this experience, designed 
specifically around the student’s abilities, truly invaluable, 
and one I hope will have a lasting impact on their lives.” 

The impact continues at our Warren campus, where artist, 
educator, and art therapist Kristine Peterson provided an 
opportunity for adults to explore visual expression. “Art 
is the visual evidence of exploration and expression at 
both personal and community levels,” said Kristine. “An 
extraordinary number of visual renderings of excitement, 
fear, sadness, disgust, surprise, anger, joy, and gratitude 
were produced.” 

CREATIVE 
CONNECTIONS:
COMMUNITY-BASED ART EXPERIENCES

Kristine provided the adults with minimal guidance 
and shares that the artists overcame their discomfort to 
communicate and visually express their negative emotions. 
She adapted her teaching style by increasing the amount of 
self-directed art supplies available for use with each project. 
“It was important to offer modified use(s) of art media (such 
as larger grips on drawing supplies and paint brushes) while 
also continuing to offer more technically advanced art media, 

Adults in Warren show their original artworks created during a fall 
2025 artist-in-residency program.
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SUPPORT CREATIVE CONNECTIONS 
ART PROGRAMS

SPONSORED 
BY

Creative Connections:
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month Art Exhibit - 
Free and open to the public exhibit featuring original works from Erie and 
Warren adult services and Elizabeth Lee Black School students 

March 2-March 31
Erie Arts & Culture, 419 State Street, Second Floor, Erie (elevator 
available)
Open Monday through Wednesday from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

with no modification, to allow the students to 
demonstrate high-level or growing competencies 
with art media and techniques.” 

She makes no assumptions about student artist 
abilities or skill levels but does assume that the 
student artists are the experts on themselves as 
humans and as artists. “Let us be as open as the 
artists were while creating the art. Emotions are 
equitable, uniting us through common humanity.” 

As textile art has provided creative outlets in Warren. 
Music, long missed since COVID – has only recently 
begun to rebuild momentum through a collaboration 
with Wesley Family Services in Pittsburgh. 

“Do not enter this space with narrow expectations,” 
said Katie Harrill, Wesley Family Services creative arts 
program specialist and music therapist. “Adults with 
intellectual disabilities are expressive, humorous, deeply 
creative, and capable of far more than people expect.” 

Suprises come not only through connection, but through 
music itself, from nursery rhymes filled with nostalgia to 
spirited chants of “Here We Go Steelers,”and even high-
energy movement sessions set to “Crazy Train.”

“Creative expression is not age-dependent, it is human,” 
Katie shared. “Art and music are essential tools for 
connection, self-expression, and well-being across the 
lifespan. As music therapists, we are privileged to create 
inclusive spaces where individuals are not defined by 
limitations, but celebrated for their identities, voices, and 
contributions. Inclusion, at its core, is about access, and 
access to creativity is transformative.”

UPCOMING EVENT

Artist Kristine Peterson holds up an original artwork 
created by an adult in Warren. 

Artist Ja’Leesa Williams assists an adult 
in Erie with the sewing machine. 

Artist Ja’Leesa Williams demonstrates 
needle work for an adult in Erie. 

Wesley Family Services leads 
a music program for adults in 
Pittsburgh. 

Artist Steve Mik encourages an 
Elizabeth Lee Black School student 
to make his shape for the mural. 
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Ms. Diane Lazette
Ms. Nicole Lee
Mr. Tim Leehan
Mr. John Leggiero
Ms. Wanda Lego
Mr. Deron Lehman
Ms. Kristen Lenox
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Levis
Mr. and Mrs. William Lewis
Ms. Jean Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Lillis
Ms. Barbara Lincoln
Ms. Mary Lincoln
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Lindenberger
Ms. Margaret Lindenberger
Mr. Arthur Lindquist, Jr.
Ms. Maureen Linehan-Howard
Ms. Doris Lingsch
Ms. Jill Linton
Dr. and Mrs. Sidney Lipman
Mr. Brandon Lisek
Mr. Ronald Little
Ms. Kimberly Livingston
Ms. Carly Lockwood
Ms. Samantha Logan
Ms. Erika Lombardozzi
Ms. Susan London
Ms. Rachel Loper
Mr. Edward Loutzenhiser
Dr. Melissa Ann H. Loveranes 
Mr. Edward Lovern
Ms. Laurie Lowe
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lowther
Ms. Debbie Lozano
Ms. Jean Luft
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Luke
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Lyons

M
Mrs. Lisa Maas
Ms. Janice MacInnes
Ms. Sharon Mack
Ms. Jennifer Maheral
Mr. John Mahoney
Ms. Tricia Mahoney
Ms. Barbara Makarowski
Ms. Laura Malencia
Ms. Krista Maletick
Mr. Joe Mando
Mr. Brent Mansfield
Mr. and Mrs. Luther Manus
Ms. Kathleen Manzella
Mr. Patrick Marcinko
Mr. Dennis Marin
Mr. David Markley
Ms. Jamie Marks
Teri Marshall
Ms. Jennifer Martin
Ms. Marguerite Martin
Mr. Michael Martin
Ms. Dianne Martone
Ms. Kim Martz
Ms. Lindsay Masi
Ms. Kathleen Matesic
Ms. Jessica May
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Ms. Rachel Maykut
Ms. Nicole Mayo
Ms. Barbara Mazon
Ms. Patricia McAdoo
Ms. Rosalie McBride
Mr. and Mrs. Dale McBrier
Mr. and Mrs. Charles McCain
Ms. Kirsten McCain
Mr. and Mrs. Scott McCain
Ms. Colleen McCarthy
Ms. Brianne McClellan
Ms. Janine McClintic
Ms. Kristen McCombs
Mr. Brian McCormick
Mr. Martin McCormick
Mrs. Pamela McCormick
Ms. Adrienne McCrory
Ms. Charlene McDermott
Ms. Colleen McDonald
Mr. and Mrs. Desmond McDonald
Mr. Ryan McIntyre
Ms. Heidi McKenrick
The Honorable and Mrs. Sean 
McLaughlin
Mr. and Mrs. Richard McMahon
Ms. Jane McNally
Atty. and Mrs. James McNamara
Mr. Thomas McNamara
Ms. Kelly McNaughton
Mr. Christopher Mead
Ms. Sara Mead
Atty. and Mrs. John Mehler
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Meko
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Meko
Ms. Darlene Melchitzky
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Mercer
The Honorable Robert and Judge 
Emily Merski
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Merz
Ms. Gina Metzenbacher
Ms. Michelle Michael
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mielnik
Mr. Daniel Mifkovic
Mr. Aaron Migliaccio
Ms. Erin Militello
Ms. Dena Miller
Ms. Judith Miller
Ms. Sue Minarich
Ms. Nancy Mindek
Mr. Frank Minichelli
Ms. Gabriela Miranda
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mirone
Ms. Priscila Mirone
Ms. Tammy Mitten
Mr. Kevin Moczulski
Ms. Jennifer Mohns
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mohr
Ms. Karen Molli
Ms. Patricia Montefiori
Ms. Clara Montgomery
Mr. Mark Montroy
Ms. Keri Moore
Ms. Eileen Moran
Mr. Scott Morgan
Dr. and Mrs. William Morosky
Ms. Sheila Morrow
Mr. and Mrs. Homer Mosco
Ms. Bernadette Movinsky
Ms. Catherine Moyer
Ms. Linda Muldoon
Ms. Ann Murdock
Ms. Jess Murdock
Ms. Stephanie Murdock
Ms. Angela Murosky
Mr. John Musatto
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Musolff

N
Ms. Stacey Nadzam
Ms. Katherine Nagle
Mr. Joseph Napierkowski
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Napierkowski
Ms. Sharon Nash
Atty. Alan Natalie
Ms. Diane Neal
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy NeCastro
Ms. Susan Nelis
Ms. Amanda Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Neubauer
Ms. Crystal Newlin
Ms. Sallie Newsham
Dr. Linh Nguyen
Mr. Peter Nicolia
Ms. Beth Nicoson
Mr. Thomas Niederberger
Mr. and Mrs. David Niedzielski
Mr. and Mrs. Erik Nielsen
Ms. Jillian Niemeyer
Mr. David Nies
Ms. Kelly Niskanencarey
Mr. Bruce Nogay
Ms. Mildred Novak
Mr. James Novinsky
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Nygaard
The Honorable and Mrs. Richard 
Nygaard

O
Mr. Dennis Oas
Ms. Christine O'Brien
Ms. Maureen O'Connor-Plunkett
Atty. Brian O'Donoghue
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin O'Hare
Mr. Jeffrey Oldakowski
Ms. Cheryl Oleski
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Oligeri
Ms. Stephanie Oligeri
Ms. Susan Olsen
Ms. Linda O'Malley
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Ong
Ms. Lynne Orengia
Ms. Marcia Osborne
Ms. Beth O'Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Overdorff

P
Atty. and Mrs. Raymond Pagliari
Ms. Pamela Palotas
Ms. Theresa Paluh
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Pardini
Ms. Sherri Pardue
Ms. Catherine Parke
Ms. Anita Parker
Ms. Patricia Pasquerette
Mr. David Pastrick
Ms. Christine Paszko
Ms. Cynthia Patalita
Ms. Brenda Paternosh
Ms. Caroline Patterson
Ms. Ellen Patterson
Ms. Anna Perloff
Dr. Charles Perrotta
Mr. Brian Perry
Ms. Janet Peterson
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Pett
Mrs. Susan Phelps
Mr. Maurice Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. David Pianta
Ms. Deborah Pifer
Mr. Richard Pifer
Mr. Roger Pifer
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Pinto
Ms. Elizabeth Piotrowski
Mr. Matthew Pirrello

Ms. Kailey Pisani
Mr. and Mrs. William Pituch
Ms. Erica Ploski
Mr. Nickolaus Poling
Dr. Michele Polon
Ms. Katelyn Polumbo
Ms. Jennifer Pontzer
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Potosky
Ms. Beverly Potts
Ms. Patricia Potts
Mr. Christopher Povirk
Mr. and Mrs. William Power
Mrs. Helena Power
Mrs. Mary Ita Power
Mrs. Theresa Power-Natale
Ms. Prudence Pray
Ms. Emily Prescott
Mrs. Alexandra Pribonic
Ms. Darlene Przybyszewski

Q
Atty. Jack Quinn

R
Ms. Patricia Raffensberger
Ms. Patricia Rafferty
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Rahill
Ms. Megan Rahill
Mr. and Mrs. Doc Raines
Mr. and Mrs. Stefan Rastetter
Ms. Janet Raup
Ms. Cherie Reardon
Ms. Nicole Reed
Ms. Donna Reese
Ms. Heidi Regal
Ms. Rylee Reichard
Ms. Ashley Reichert
Mr. Thomas Reilly
Mrs. Mary Jo Reinelt
Ms. Elizabeth Remache
Ms. Michelle Rensel
Mr. Kenneth Rettger
Mr. and Mrs. Klaus Retzlaff
Mr. Daniel Rhollans
Ms. Heather Richards
Ms. Amanda Richardson
Mr. Jeff Richmond
Mr. and Mrs. T.J.  Richter
Dr. Kathy and Mr. Peter Richter
The Honorable and Mrs. Thomas 
Ridge
Ms. Rhonda Riedel
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Rieder
Ms. Mary Therese Riley
Ms. Sandra Rizzo
Ms. Emily Roberts
Mr. Gregory Roberts
Ms. Molly Robinette
Ms. Denise Robison
Ms. Alice Roe
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Rouchey
Ms. Patricia Rowley
Ms. Lisa Rubino
Mr. and Mrs. Michael  Ruffa
Ms. Carmen Ruiz
Ms. Janice Ruland
J. Andrew Rupp
Ms. Lynn Rupp
Mr. and Mrs. David Russo
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Rutkowski
Mr. and Mrs. James Rutkowski

S
Mr. Steve Saber
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Sabolcik
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Salvia
Mr. Scott Sanders

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Santi
Ms. Stacey Santos
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Saurer
Ms. Cynthia Saurwein
Mr. Gregory Savino
Mr. Augustus Scalo
Ms. Margaret Scarpitti
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Schaaf
Dr. and Mrs. John Schaaf
Ms. Laura Schaaf
Ms. Carol Schaal
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Schaal
Ms. Stephanie Schell
The Honorable and Mrs. Joseph 
Schember
Ms. Kristen Schenker
Mr. Tanner Schlater
Ms. Mary Schleicher
Mr. Philip Schmalzried
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Schmitt
Ms. Helen Schneider
Mr. David Schroeder
Ms. Kristen Schubert
Ms. Lara Schultz
Mr. Shane Schut
Scientia Books
Mr. James Scott
Mr. Troy Scott
Ms. Melani Scott-Spaeder
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Scutella
Ms. Kristen Sebunia
Ms. Christina Sedler
Ms. Kim Serafin
Mr. Joseph Sette
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Shaffer
Ms. Heidi Sheehan
Ms. Kathleen Sheldon
Ms. Kristen Sherbin
Ms. Tonya Sherman
Ms. Annette Shesman
Ms. Martha Showman
Mr. Mitchell Shreve
Ms. Lori Shultz
Mr. and Mrs. Don Sieber
Ms. Alexandria Siford
Ms. Kimberly Silva
Karon Simons
Ms. Kimberly Simpson
Mr. John Sinclair
Ms. Jessica Sinnott
Ms. Ann Marie Sitter
Ms. Jacqueline Skarzenski
Mr. Jerry Skelton
Mr. William Skirzynski
Ms. Bonita Skrzypczyk
Mr. and Mrs. James Slomski
Ms. Lisa Slomski
Ms. Claudine Sloppy
Mr. Dave Slubowski
Ms. Lori Ann Slupski
Ms. Emily Smeltz
Mr. Stephen Smicker
Mr. Brian Smith
Ms. Karen Smith
Ms. Linda Smith
Ms. Marci Smith
Mr. and Mrs. David Snell
Ms. Corrinne Snyder
Ms. Stephanie Snyder
Mr. Todd Snyder
Mrs. Lori Sobin
Mr. Thomas Sobolewski
Ms. Ashley Solo
Ms. Tamra Sonney
Ms. Linda Jane Sontag
Mr. Christopher Sorce
Ms. Jana Sossong
Ms. Madeline Southwell

Ms. Diana Speelman
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Spinelli
Mr. and Mrs. William Springer
Dr. and Mrs. Philip St. Julien
Mr. Gary Stafford
Mrs. Erica Stanopiewicz
Drs. Brian and Kate Stark
Mr. Michael Starocci
Ms. Kathleen Stenger
Ms. Pauline Stevens
Ms. Jessica Stevenson
Ms. Linda Stevenson
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Stolarski
Dr. and Mrs. David Strasser
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Strayer
Ms. Kristen Streeper
Mr. Paul Streich
Ms. Colleen Strough
Mrs. Lynn and Mrs. Sally Strucker
Ms. Susan Stubenhofer
Ms. Colleen Stumpf
Mr. Tony Stumpo
Ms. Susan Sullivan
Ms. Terry Sullivan
Mr. William Sullivan
Ms. Linda Sundberg
Ms. Karen Surkala
Ms. Linda Susko
Ms. Lynn Swain
Ms. Wendy Swaney
Ms. Kimberly Swanson
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sweeny
Ms. Maxine Sweet
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Sweny
Mr. Larry Sydow
Ms. Cheyenne Szedon
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Szewczyk
Mr. Dan Szustak
Ms. Theresa Szychowski

T
Ms. Laurel Taft
Mr. John Talasky
Mr. Ricky Taraszki
Ms. Debra Tarr
Mr. Edie Tate
Ms. Geraldine Taylor
Drs. Joshua and Emily Taylor
Mr. Michael Tellers
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Tempestini
Ms. Mary Thieman
Ms. Karen Thomas
Ms. Sue Thompson
Ms. Patricia Thornton
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Thunborg
Mr. and Mrs. John Timon
Dr. Melanie Titzel
Ms. VioletAnn Tofani
Ms. Candace Tomczak
Mr. Kevin Tomlin
Ms. Mary Tredway
Ms. Christine Trott
Mr. Seth Trott
Ms. Mary Troutman
Mr. David Tullio
Mr. James Tullio
Ms. Rachel Tupitza
Ms. Lisa Turk

U
Ms. Renee Uht

V
Ms. Mary Vahey
Ms. Donnita Valerio
Ms. Elizabeth Valkanas
Ms. Danielle Varner
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We truly appreciate every 
contribution made to Barber 
National Institute. Please 
note that every effort was 
made to ensure accuracy in 
the listing of our generous 
supporters. We apologize 
for any inadvertent errors or 
omissions. Please contact the 
Advancement Office at (814) 
969-8027 if you have any 
questions or concerns.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Vicary
Dr. Michael Victor 
Ms. Beth Vieria
Atty. Darlene Vlahos
Ms. Amanda Von Volkenburg
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Vrenna
Ms. Andrea Vrentas

W
Atty. and Mrs. Matthew  Wachter
Ms. Elizabeth Walbridge
Ms. Teresa Waldinger
Ms. Gloria Walker
Ms. Katie Walker
Ms. Joann Walker Lyons
Ms. Donna Walkow
Ms. Bridget Ward
Mr. David Wareham
Ms. Danielle Warner
Ms. Janice Warren
Mr. Darryl Wassel
Ms. Pam Wassell
Mr. Dale Waterstredt
Ms. Mary Watkins
Mr. and Mrs. Ramon Watkins
Ms. Valerie Weaver
Ms. Mary Weckesser
Ms. Ann Weesner
Mr. Jim Weiler
Mr. Eric Weischedel
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Wells
Mr. Parke Wentling
Ms. Margaret Werling
Ms. Mary Wetherbee
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Wethli
Ms. Nicole Wethli
Ms. Lisa Whaling
Ms. Gwendolyn White
Mr. Jeffrey White
Mr. Randy Wieczorek
Ms. Rena Wierbinski
Ms. Terese Wieszczyk
Ms. Teresa Wilczynski
Mr. David Wiley
Ms. Sandy Wilhelm
Mr. Kyle Will
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Will
Mr. Benjamin Willauer
Ms. Rachael Willey
Ms. Heidi Williams
Ms. Nancy Williams
Mr. Richard Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Wilson
Ms. Maureen Wilson
Ms. Sherry Wilson
Ms. Amanda Wincik
Ms. Judith Wingerter
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Winkler
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Winschel
Ms. Mary Wisinski
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Wittmann
Ms. Leann Wolfe
Dr. Marian and Mr. Matthew Wolford
Mr. Karl Wollman
Mr. Robert Wood
Ms. Rebecca Woods
Ms. Cassie Wright
Ms. Emily Wright
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Wright
Ms. Sylvia Wright
Ms. Carley Wroblewski
Ms. Nancy Wurst

Y
Ms. Stephanie Yeager
Ms. Teresa Yeast

Z
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Zamierowski
Mr. Nikolaos Zaphiris
Ms. Mary Zapolski
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Zavasky
Ms. Diana Zenewicz
Mr. David Ziacik
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Zibelman
Ms. Patricia Zielewski
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Zimmer
Ms. Mary Lousie Zone
Mrs. Irene Zuern Harrington
Mr. Michael Zukowski
Ms. Kathleen Zurawski-King

2024-2025 GIFTS

TRIBUTE/HONOR
IN HONOR OF JOHN & BRIDGET BARBER
Joseph & Debra Fries 
Claire Natale Visbal

IN HONOR OF TIM BARNHART
John & Bridget Barber
Barbara Lincoln
Mary Ita Power

IN HONOR OF DEBBIE BRUMAGIN
Charles Crosby

IN HONOR OF KYLE F. BUSECK
Dorathea Fish

IN HONOR OF JUSTIN CRANKSHAW
Wilma Donaldson

IN HONOR OF ANDREW & COURTNEY 
DOYLE 	
Christina Katen

IN HONOR OF DESIREE DAVIS & FAMILY
Greg Schmitt	

IN HONOR OF AVA & GIA FRACASSI
Donald Ingraham
Kathleen Stenger

IN HONOR OF INTERNATIONAL CREDIT 
UNION DAY
Pam Palotas

IN HONOR OF TIMOTHY & GRETCHEN 
HUNTER	
Thomas Hunter

IN HONOR OF BEA & TOM KAMINSKY
Jim and Cindy Weiler

IN HONOR OF NATALIE LEFURIA	
Helen Overdorff

2024-2025 GIFTS

IN HONOR OF RUN EVERY STREET	
Julie Bauman
Jennie Bauschard
Kara Cacchione
Heather Cass
Tara Christopher
Megan DeMarco
Sandy Hess
Benjamin Homan
Arthur Lindquist Jr.
Daniel Mifkovic
Karly Rivera
Lisa Rubino
Heather Welch

IN HONOR OF CHERYL HEILMAN
Charles Crosby	

IN HONOR OF DR. TEJ LAMBA
Drs. Jay & Mona Kang

IN HONOR OF WILL MORGAN
Steve Belsterling

IN HONOR OF NANCY SETTER PACE
Erie Restoration, Inc.

IN HONOR OF NURSES AT BARBER NATIONAL 
INSTITUTE
Dorie DeMatteis

IN HONOR OF JASON ROEBACK
Drs. Jay & Mona Kang

Pamela McCormick (leftt), Ladies Only Luncheon 
Chairwoman, and Dr. Maureen Barber-Carey (right) 
present Heather Amy with the Get Your Glow On prize 
at the 2025 Ladies Only Luncheon. 
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IN MEMORY OF CAROL ALLGEIER
Kathleen DiNicola
Curt and Susannah Frigon
Robert Heinlein
Mary Jo Reinelt
Kimberly Silva
Stephen Smicker
Kathleen Zurawski-King

IN MEMORY OF ROY ANDREWS	
Stenger Trucking

IN MEMORY OF CHRISTOPHER ANTALEK
Rosalie McBride
Larry and Maryanne Szewczyk

IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH AND MARGARET 
BARABAS
Daniel and Mary Tempestini

IN MEMORY OF LARRY BAUMANN
Aimee Baumann

IN MEMORY OF MARILYN BOHN
Susan Nelis
Pam Wassell
Sylvia Wright

IN MEMORY OF THOMAS BOLTZ	
David Kuzmin
Daniel Lavelle
Don and Deb Musolff

IN MEMORY OF ROBERT BREWER
Aleaha Brewer

IN MEMORY OF RED AND SHIRLEY BROWN
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Johnson

IN MEMORY OF THOMAS CACCHIONE
Daniel Brabender Jr.
Jackie and Bob Breakstone 
Corinne Brown
Carol Buetikofer
Joan Cacchione
Dolores Campbell
Homer Capotis
Christine Chrostowski
Dave DiLoreto
Linda Dirienzo
John and Elaine Dodick
Pete and Merle Donatucci
Robert and Patty Esper
Patty and Rob Evers
Starocci Family
Diane Firch
Doug and Kate Fugate
Kathleen Kostef
Dan Laughlin
Edward Lovern
Frank Minichelli
Beth Nicoson
Raymond Pray
Heidi Regal
James and Mary Rutkowski Jr.
Teresa Wilczynski

IN MEMORY OF ROBERT CANALES
Samuel Coletta
Donnita Valerio

IN MEMORY OF DONALD CASELLA
Laurene Bucci

IN MEMORY OF GISELLE CHAPMAN
The UPS Store

IN MEMORY OF GC COHEN
The Patterson Family

IN MEMORY OF JUSTIN CRANKSHAW
Wilma Donaldson

IN MEMORY OF ROBERT CROTTY
Joe Baniszewski
Thomas Chandley
Tess Crotty
Robert and Diane Guthrie 
Michael and Teri Marshall

IN MEMORY OF MARY SUSAN DELAURA
David Tullio
In Memory of Chris Curcio
Kathy Fling

IN MEMORY OF SHARON DINICOLA
Stephanie Schell

IN MEMORY OF MICHAEL DRISCOLL
Tom and Laurie Callaghan
Tom Giek
Giant Eagle 4050 - Girard
Nora Green
Margaret Healy
Jeff Heintz
Jeffrey White

IN MEMORY OF JOHN E. EHRMAN	
Christopher and Maria Ehrman

IN MEMORY OF THE PACE FAMILY	
Erie Restoration, Inc.

IN MEMORY OF DON AND MARY FOX
William Fox

IN MEMORY OF ROSE FRIES
Joe and Debra Fries 

IN MEMORY OF LEO AND JESSIE GALLINA	
Rev. Leo J. Gallina

IN MEMORY OF PHILIP AND MARCIA 
GALLINA
Rev. Leo J. Gallina

IN MEMORY OF MARY LOU GEPPERT
Brian Zimmer

IN MEMORY OF MARY ANN GLOEKLER
Martin Gloekler

IN MEMORY OF KIM GUTTING
Margaret Allin

IN MEMORY OF EDWARD HART	
Dr. Joseph Kohler	

IN MEMORY OF RYLEIGH ROSE HAGERTY	
Jennie Haggerty 

IN MEMORY OF DENGTOY HELSLEY
Scott Helsley

IN MEMORY OF JOYCE HOLLENBECK
Judith Dropiewski
Erin Militello

IN MEMORY OF CAROL HUGHES
Susan Graff	

IN MEMORY OF DONNA AND CINDY 
JARRETT
Kenneth Fisher	

IN MEMORY OF STEPHEN JONES
Caroline Gisler	

IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH KOLBAS	
John Basco
James Bomba
Paul Causgrove
Paul Groucutt

Leo Hoganson
Bruce Nogay	

IN MEMORY OF LUCILLE KRAUT
Nancy Benacci
Cheryl Brown
Joe Fries
Karen Jendruczak

IN MEMORY OF ANN KUKLA	
The Fecko Family 	

IN MEMORY OF FRAN LAGUARDIA	
Bob and Amy Will

IN MEMORY OF ELIZABETH LATIMER
Thomas Donahue	

IN MEMORY OF JEANNETTE LLOYD
Tamra Kriebel	

IN MEMORY OF MARY MACIE
David Pastrick
Lynn Rupp	

IN MEMORY OF KEVIN MAZON	
Steve Gorman
Deborah Hennel
Maureen Linehan Howard
Margaret Lindenberger
Linda O'Malley
Stephanie Schell
Mary Louise Zone	

IN MEMORY OF MICHAEL MCCAIN	
Charles and Lu McCain	

IN MEMORY OF JOANNE BARBER 
MCCORMICK
Dr. Maureen Barber-Carey
Jane Kelsey 

IN MEMORY OF CHRISTINE MCCORMICK
Joe Fries

IN MEMORY OF PHILIP OSBORNE
Marcia Osborne

IN MEMORY OF OUR PARENTS 
Tom and Laurie Callaghan

IN MEMORY OF KENNETH PETHICK
Timothy and Laurie Brugger

IN MEMORY OF ROBERT PETROFF
Nancy Minde	

IN MEMORY OF JIM PRICE 
Bruce Kindt

IN MEMORY OF MAUREEN AND RICHARD 
POWER 
Michael J. Fox

IN MEMORY OF VINCENT RIDIKIS
Stephanie Schell

IN MEMORY OF MARK SAGGIO	
Maria Brink
Linda K. Brown
Kurtzhals Construction
Donna Cummings
Carol DeGruttola
Christine Fries
James Hodgson
Kathleen Kenny
Kathleen Matesic
Kay Potosky
Patricia Potts
Rosalee Rastetter
Mary Thieman
David Wareham

IN MEMORY OF JULIE, AL, FRANK AND 
SANDRA
Chris and Traci	

IN MEMORY OF MIKE SHINGLE
James Tullio

IN MEMORY OF IRENE SMERICK
Tom Kovalcik 

IN MEMORY OF RICHARD ALLEN 
SODERBERG
Anita Kiener

IN MEMORY OF DENISE STAMPO
Roseanne Brown

IN MEMORY OF NEAL SULLIVAN
Jack Bertges	

IN MEMORY OF SHIRLEY TROTT	
Mary Jo Baumann 
Timothy Donovan
Mary Therese Riley
Cynthia Saurwein
Rita Schmitt
Patricia Thornton
Christine Trott
Gloria Walker

IN MEMORY OF FRANCIS PATRICK VISBAL 
Mr. and Mrs. Gene D. Natale Sr.

MEMORIALS

2024-2025 GIFTS

Courtney Barber(left) and Alexandra Pribonic at the 2025 Ladies 
Only Luncheon.
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A. Francisco's
Adrian and Kristi Pinto
Alaina Eisinger
Allburn's Florist 
Andrea Hallman
Arthur F. Schultz Company
Ascend
Bar Rōnin
Barnhart Transportation, LLC
Bella Salon and Spa
Blind Tiger
Building Systems, Inc.
Children of Janet Louise Griffin - 
Charlie Griffin, Genevieve Griffin, 
James Griffin, and Rebecca Bureau
Church Bros. Electric
Colao's Ristorante
Colleen Stumpf
Courtney Barber
Courtney Doyle
Courtyard Erie Bayfront Hotel
D.R. Zimmerman and Sons
Darlene Giblin
Dave Warren Auto Group
Dr. Joe and Lori Barber
Drs. Jay and Mona Kang
E. Lane Boutique
Emily and Josh Pinto Taylor
Erie Art Museum
Erie Beer

IN-KIND
Erie ClaySpace
Erie Fitness Now
Erie Food Tours
Erie Philharmonic
Erie SeaWolves
ExpERIEnce Children's Museum
Family of Janet Louise Griffin - 
Charlie Griffin, Genevieve Griffin, 
James Griffin, Rebecca Bureau, and 
Christopher Bureau
Firestone's
Fitness U
Gary Lindenberger Construction
Glow Laser and Beauty Center
Gorgie
Grise Audio Visual
iHeart Radio
iRock Fitness
Jen Smith
Joe Pinto and Emily Greason
John V. Schultz Furniture
Judy Baker
Kathleen Benson
Lake Erie Traffic
Lakeshore Country Club
LAMAR
Larry's Meat Market 
Level Red Boxing
Lilly Broadcasting/Erie News Now
Lisa Pett

Lisa Salvia
LMNT
Lori Hamblin
Lucero
Main Street Cakery Café
Marquette Savings Bank
Mary Beth and Jeff Pinto
MenajErie
Mercyhurst Institute for Arts 
and Culture (MIAC)
Midge Klebes
National Fuel and National Fuel 
Employees
NuGo Nutrition
PACA Theater
Paintology
Panache Salon and Spa
Peppino's Italian Chop House
Pet Supplies Plus
PNC
Presque Isle Downs and Casino
Printing Concepts
PSB Industries
Pulakos Chocolates 
R. Frank Photography 
Red Letter Hospitality
ReJuv
Ron McCorkle
Room 33
Rupp Limousine

Sandy Winkler
Scott Enterprises
Sheila Sterrett
Sheraton Erie Bayfront 
Hotel
SpaGo MedSpa
Stephanie Murdock
Sterling Rivers Spa
SunButter
The "E"
The Brewerie at Union 
Station
The Kahkwa Club
The Lewis Girls - Jean, 
Annē, Maxine and Beth
The Nygaard Family
The Speice Family - 
Kathy and Erin Bastow, 
Paula Mielnik and Kate 
Schubert-Mielnik, Linda 
Stolarski and Rachel 
Bacheson, Chris Harrity
Tony B. DJ Productions 
Trellis
Tricryo
U Pick 6
U-Haul
Valentis Security
Verb Energy
Waldameer Park and 
Water World

We truly appreciate every 
contribution made to Barber 
National Institute. Please 
note that every effort was 
made to ensure accuracy in 
the listing of our generous 
supporters. We apologize 
for any inadvertent errors or 
omissions. Please contact the 
Advancement Office at 814-
969-8027 if you have any 
questions or concerns.

Accudyn Products, Inc.
Achieva Family Trust
Active Network, Inc.
ADM Welding and Fabrication
Africa 6000 International
AHN Saint Vincent 
Allegheny Strategy Partners 
Ally Financial
American Online Giving
Arlington Heritage Group
ARM Enterprises LLC
Association for Retarded Children 
Warren County
Austin Real Estate, Inc
Autism Society of Northwestern PA
Axias Wealth Advisors
AYCO Charitable Foundation
Bank Of America Charitable Gift Fund
Barnhart Gives
Barnhart Transportation, LLC
BAYADA Home Health 
Benevity
Blackbaud
Bright Funds Foundation
Britton Family Foundation
Building Systems, Inc.
Carlson Family Fund

Cathedral Preparatory School
Charities Aid Foundaton America
Charities for Children, Inc.
Charles Schwab & Co., Inc.
Community Foundation Of Warren 
County
Corry Area United Fund
Dahlkemper's Jewelry Connection
DeSantis Solutions
Dr. Freddy's Truck Cap City and 
Truck Accessories
Edith L. Trees Charitable Trust
Erie Community Foundation
Erie County Gaming Revenue 
Authority (ECGRA)
Erie County Historical Society
Erie Homes For Children and Adults
Erie Insurance
Erie Sports Commission
Erie Strayer Company
Eriez Manufacturing Co.
Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC- NM
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Finish Thompson, Inc
First Amendment Tees Co. Inc.
First National Bank
Fralo Industries, A Victor Group 
Company

Frontier General Contracting, Inc.
GEEDC
Hand & Arthritis Rehab Center
Highmark
IBEW Local 56
Industrial Sales &  Manufacturing, 
Inc.
Insuance Management Company
Interim Health
J.P. Morgan Charitable Giving Fund
J.P. Morgan Private Bank
Kahkwa Club
KeyBank
King Communications
Knox McLaughlin Gornall & Sennett, 
P.C
Kress Financial Services
L'Arche
Leboeuf Resources Inc.
LECOM
Lincoln Recycling
Linesville United Methodist Church
Loesel-Schaaf Insurance Agency
Logistics Plus
Lyndal Enterprises Inc.
Lynne Hunter and Jeffrey Cepull Fund
MacDonald Illig Jones & Britton, LLP

Maher Duessel CPAs
Marquette Savings Bank
Marsh Schaaf, LLP
McCain Foundation, Inc.
MH Equipment
Monahan & Monahan
Munot Plastics
National Fuel 
Networking Technologies
North Coast Packaging
Northwest Bank
Palmiero Toyota
PayPal Charitable Giving Fund
Philadelphia Insurance Companies
Pledgeling Foundation
PNC Financial Services, Inc.
Power Rentals
Presque Isle Downs & Casino
Printing Concepts
Rabe Environmental Systems
Red Letter Hospitality
Scibetta Family Fund
Sepco Corporation
Small Business Alternatives
Starbucks Foundation Neighborhood 
Grants Fund
Steadman Law Office

Sullivan Supply Company
Tarrytown Expocare Pharmacy
Tendto Credit Union
The Columbus Foundation
The Frank Varischetti Foundation
Touch Stone Solutions, Inc.
TransAmerica Retirement 
Solutions, LLC
United Fund Of Warren County
United Refining Company
United Way of Metro Chicago
United Way of Southwestern PA
UPMC Hamot
UPMC Health Plan
Vanguard Charitable
VisitErie
Vorsheck Family Foundation, Inc.
Wabtec Corporation
Ward's Landscape Service, Inc.
Weber Murphy Fox
Wegmans
Western & Southern Life Insurance 
Company
Workpartners 

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION & MATCHING

WeissEarley Landscaping Design 
and Contracting
Widget Financial 
yogaErie
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DONOR REPORT

NOTE: THIS LIST INCLUDES DONORS GIVING DIRECTLY TO THE CAMPAIGN THROUGH ERIE GIVES 
DAY AND THE BARBER CHRISTMAS BALL. THE STRENGTHEING FOUNDATIONS: HOME RENOVATION 
CAMPAIGN IS RAISING $1M FOR HOME ADAPTATIONS

STRENGTHENING FOUNDATIONS: 
HOME RENOVATION CAMPAIGN

Judson and Theresa Abbey
Lynn Ackermam
Thomas Acri
Rob, Breanna, and Clara Adams
Robert Akans
Ted Allegretto
Carolyn Angelotti
Mr. and Mrs. Garrett Antalek
Vic Auernhamer
James Bahm
John and Mary Gail Baldwin
Scott Barbato
Nathan Barber
Patrick and Courtney Barber
Robert Barber
Dr. Maureen Barber-Carey
Kenneth and Marion  Barnes 
Bill and Barb Barthelmes
Greg and Cindy Bastow
Greg Bastow
Kathleen Bastow
Bailey Battko
Aimee Baumann
Bryan and Gretchen Baumann
Bryan Bauschard
John P. Beal
Mark Becker
Robert Beckere
Joseph Bellotti
Jeanne Bender
Thomas Bergdahl
Robert Bierre
Jeff Biletnikoff
Bob and Pam Blakely
Gerald Blaszczyk
Mary and Tom Blose
Patricia Bojarski
Lois Borowy
Char Boyd
Christopher Boyd
Virginia Boyer
Aleaha Brewer
Florence Brower
Tim and Laurie Brugger

Terry and Gale Brugh
Debbie Brumagin
Doug and Lynn Brumagin
Elizabeth Bucarelli
Laurene Bucci
HB Friends of Matt Callaghan
Tom and Laurie Callaghan
Sean Candela
John Carneval
Barbara Carter
Julie Cella
Drs. Chris and Caitlin Clark
John and Loretta Clark
Lyman Cohen
Gene and Anne Connell
Jerry and Amy  Coppersmith
Paul and Susan Corbran
Dr. Sharon Coursey
Peter Coursey
William and Stephanie  Cox
Kevin and Mary Cuneo
Patrick Cuneo
James Dailey
Steve and Kathy Danch
Dave and Pam Davis
Bob and Jane Davis
Steve and Denise Davis
Polly DeDad
Barbara Deist
David Delinski
Patrick DeMarco
Shannon DeSantis
David and Leah Dieteman
Anné Dipillo
Susan DiPlacido
Ernest and Elizabeth DiSantis
Elizabeth Doleski
Laura Domencic
Rob and Keely Doyle
Steve and Susan Drabant
Kathleen Ducey
Patrick Dugan
Mike and Sharon Dugan
Mary Dunda

Dan and Theresa Dyleski
Christopher Edgett
Michael Edwards
Chris and Maria Ehrman
Matthew and Catherine Ehrman
Nathan and Nicole Ehrman
Michael Eisert
Mike and Meg Eisert
Mary Kay Eisert-Wlodarczyk
Bill and Cherri Engell
Karen Ewings
Diane Faber
Barber Family
Jackman Family
Carbo Family
Chinsky Family Fund
The Orzel Family Fund
Evan Fecko
Jim Fehlman
Susan Felice
Thomas Fessler
Mike and Sandy Fetzner
Dori Fish-Gravanda
Jake and Maddy Fling
Jake Fling
Kathy Fling
Rebecca Forster
Karen Foust
William Fox 
Joe Fries
Esther Gallagher
Leo Gallina
Jeanie Gardiner
James and Dolores Garvey
Mary Gerber
Elizabeth Gill
Jay Gill
Tony and Carol  Gilmore
Bill and Patty Gloekler
Daniel Gloekler
Geoffrey Gloekler
Mark and Veronica Golden
Dan and Julia Goodman
Michele Green

Julie Greissinger
Karen Groshek
Steve Groshek
Jenifer Gross
Justin and Jaclyn Grubbs
Jennie Hagerty
Alan Hannibal
John Harkins
William Harriger
Sandra and Robert Heinlein
John and Susan Hennip
Carrick Heynoski
Martha Hilbert
Kate Hiles
Matt Hodinko
Kathy Holler
Joshua Hopkins
Kathleen Huggler
David and Carol Hutzel
Dean and Lisa Huya
Chuck and Lisa Jenkins
Sharon Johnson
Ron, Lynn, and Rebecca Jones
Alice Jurewicz
Drs. Jay and Mona Kang
Santosh and Harjit  Kang
Joseph Kelly
Jane Kelsey
Aiden Kemp
John, Barb, and Jen Kersey
William King
Joann Kish
Joseph Kohler
Carrie Kontis
Lindsay Kopac
Thomas Kovalcik
Denise Krainski
Kenneth Kraut
Patrick and Nicole Kress
Andrea Krivak
Patricia Lacy
Elaine LaFuria
Peggy and Dan Laughlin
Nicole Lee
Deron Lehman
William Lenart
Cheryl Lepkowski
Dr. Howard and Jane Levin
Jean Lewis
Gary and Jeanne  Lillis
Mark Lingenfelter
Theresa Lipiec-Rzepka
Terry Lobdell
IBEW Local 56

Carrie Lowther
Atty. Al and Josie Lubiejewski
Mark and Diane Lugin
Sarah Lunger
Sister Rita T. Lynch
James Macie
Joseph Marchini
Michael Martin
Hope Martinson
Robert Marz
Tom and Pat Matson
Barbara Mazon
John and Mary Lou McCall
Owen McCormick
Patrick McCreary
Colleen McDonald
Katrina McDougall
Heidi McKenrick
Diane McQuaid
Christopher Mead
Debra Mercer
Michael Micsky
Karen Miller
Sue Minarich
Dynara Mirone
Susan Moczulski
Robert Mohr
Mark and Karen Momeyer
Cheryl Moore
Lake Erie Tri-State Mopar Club
Scott and Darlene Morgan
Crystal Morosky
David Murphy
Don and Deb Musolff
Julie Myers
Slovak  National Club
Lane Nelson
Frank Nemeth
Jeffrey Nicolia
Diane Niebauer
Donald and Marsha Niebauer
Elizabeth Niebauer
Jean Nielsen
Carlee Nowlin
Craig Noyes
Atty. Brian O'Donoghue
Dave and Peggy Ogle
Kevin and Eileen O'Hare
Arthur and Ruth  Oligeri
Richard Ong
Helen Overdorff
North Coast Packaging
Atty. Raymond and Deborah Pagliari
Theresa Paluh

BEFORE AFTER
22



GIFTS RECEIVED JULY 1, 2024 - DECEMBER 31, 2025 DONOR REPORT

Victoria Pangratz
Tom and Linda Paterniti
Ellen Patterson
Linda Payne
Charles Perrotta
Laurene and Tom Peterman
David Pianta
Tom and Pat Pianta
Anne and Larry Piotrowicz
Elizabeth Piotrowski
Maureen Plunkett
Helena Power
Mary Ita Power
Theresa Power-Natale
Michael Priestes
Peggy Proba
Jack and Ann Quinn
Chuck Reams
Cherie Reardon
Michael and Paulanne Reske
Klaus Retzlaff
Jacqueline Rhen
Kelly Richter
Matthew and Tammy Roche
Doug Rogers
Mark and Valerie Rose
Theresa Rotunda
Andrew Rupp
Lynn Rupp
James and Mary Rutkowski Jr.
Steve Saber
John Saunders
Augustus Scalo
Daniel Schaaf
Joe and Rhonda Schember
Kristen Schenker
Robert and Bonita Schlaufman
James Schreiner
Charles Schwab-CA
Barbara Shapira
Kenneth Sharrer
Heidi Sheehan
Anthony Sherrell
Nancy Sherwin
James and Patricia Shoening
Florence Sinnott
Ann Marie Sitter
Brian and Lauren Sivillo
Jacqueline Skarzenski
Walter and Donna Skobodzinski
Lori Sobin
DeSantis Solutions
Christopher Sorce
Maria Spagnola
Dale Spinelli

Drs. Brian and Kate Stark
Francis Stawicki
Rebecca Stelter-Turner
Kathleen Mae Stenger
Jessica Stevenson
Heather Stewart
Don and Linda Stolarski
William Sullivan
Brett Swanson
Mollie Sweeny
Lisa Syrek
John and Linda Szkotnicki
Geri Taylor
Networking Technologies
Rosalie Tellers
Daniel and Mary Ann Tempestini
David Tillotson
Virginia Titus
Marlene Trambley
Christine Trott
Atty. Thomas Tupitza
Nathan Twichel
Melody Vogel
Dan Vrenna
Andrea Vrentas
June Vroman
June Ward
James and Natalie Washburn
Michael Weber
Joseph Wells
Matthew and Lydia Wethli
Bethanne White
Terese Wieszczyk
Bob and Amy  Will
Carl Willams
Heidi Williams
Edward Wilson
Betty Wist
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Wittmann
Matt and Marian Wolford
Nancy Wurst
William Young
Nikolaos Zaphiris
Jean Zarger
Mike and Jane Zavasky
John M. Zeppenfeld
Jeffrey and Margaret Zibelman

2024-2025 GIFTS
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HOW HAVE OUR DONORS 
HELPED?

Parent Autism Support Group 
Parents connect on a variety of topics and 
community resources 

Artist In Residence
Professional teaching artists work with adults 
in the day programs to create original artwork 

Camp Scholarships 
Fun, recreational experiences for children 	
and adults

Strengthening Foundations 
$1M in renovations and adaptations to 
community homes

Communication and Teaching 
Technology
Incorporating state-of-the-art tools to 	
enhance students’ learning and help develop 
future-ready skills

Sensory Experience 
Development Project
A transformative effort to create inclusive, 
interactive spaces that stimulate and support the 
senses in safe, meaningful ways

Here are a few ways!
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DONOR REPORT

AYCO Charitable Foundation
The Springer Family Fund

Charities Aid Foundation America	
The Honorable Dan Laughlin

Community Foundation of Warren County	
James R. and Romayne L. Barrett Memorial Trust
Sokolski Family Fund

Erie Community Foundation	
Mr. and Mrs. David and Peggy Ogle
The Bruce Raimy Fund
The Carlson Family Fund
The Donald E. and Joan Vetrone Fund
The Golubieski Family Foundation Fund
The Goodall Family Fund 
The Lawrence L. Brown Fund
The Louise K. Wells Fund
The Patricia O'Connor Fund
The Toby and Jackie Froehlich Fund

Fidelity Charitable	
Ms. Amy Warlick
Ms. Ann R. Kraus
The John W. Clancey Charitable Giving Fund
The Kurytnak Family Gift Trust
Starbucks Neighborhood Foundtion 

HBK
Dr. Michael Victor

Morgan Stanley
Dr. Kathy Fearn Richter and Peter Richter

Vanguard Charitable
Mr. Christopher Povirk
Mr. Edward Overfield

DONOR ADVISED 
AND DESIGNATED

CLUBS/ORGANIZATIONS
Cascade Park Club
Dr. Gertrude A. Barber Center Employee 
Service Fund
Greek Ladies Philoptochos Society
Gridley Chapter No. 324, O.E.S.
Knights of Columbus #13427
Knights of Columbus Corry Council #425
Knights of St John Bldg Assn.
La Nuova Aurora Society

Modern Employees Community Fund
Polish Falcons Nest 123
Pulaski Club
Slovak National Club
Society of Holy Trinity
Zukor Club

EDUCATION IMPROVEMENT TAX CREDIT

First National Bank
Keybank
Law Building Company, LLC.
MacDonald Illig Jones & Britton, LLP
Scott's Apple Meadville, Inc.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE EITC PROGRAM CONTACT DR. MAUREEN 
BARBER-CAREY, (814) 878-5960 OR MAUREENBC@BARBERNI.ORG

A donation to the Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program is a commitment 
to the future. Businesses participating in the EITC Program funded scholarships for 
children to attend quality preschool programs, as well as provided technology and 
adaptive equipment for students in out school.

EITC

Scott's Splash Lagoon, Inc.
UPMC Health Plan

We truly appreciate every contribution made to Barber 
National Institute. Please note that every effort was made to 
ensure accuracy in the listing of our generous supporters. 
We apologize for any inadvertent errors or omissions. Please 
contact the Advancement Office at (814) 969-8027 if you 
have any questions or concerns.

2024-2025 GIFTS

2024-2025 GIFTS

2024-2025 GIFTS

Tim Barnhart, center, receives the Person of the Year award at the 2025 Shillelagh 
Golf Tournament. He is pictured here with members of his family and members of the 
Barber family. 

Representatives from MacDonald Illig Attorneys present the Elizabeth Lee Black 
School’s Pre-K Counts program with an Education Improvement Tax Credit donation. 
Pictured left to right are Bob Barber, Jim Walczak, Esq., Dr. Maureen Barber-Carey, 
Russ Warner, Esq., and Patrick Barber. 
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THE LEGACY SOCIETY
THE DR. GERTRUDE A. BARBER LEGACY SOCIETY RECOGNIZES THOSE 
GENEROUS DONORS WHO HAVE MADE A PLANNED GIFT, SUCH AS A 
BEQUEST IN A WILL OR TRUST.

To learn more about becoming a member of the Legacy Society or planned giving 
options, call (814) 969-8027.

Anonymous (1)
Ms. Natalie Allen*
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Allgeier*
Mr. Frank Amoroso*
Mr. John Barber
Mrs. Bridget Barber
Mrs. Kathryn Barber Durkin*
Mr. Joseph Bebko*
Mr. Dominick Colelli*
Mr. James Coogle*
Ms. Alice Del Porto*
Mrs. Evelyn DiLoreto*
Mr. and Mrs. Charles  Eisert*
Ms. Mary Ellen Erhart*
Mr. Robert Fessler*
Mr. George French*
Ms. Jean L. Gordon*
Ms. Catherine Halder*
Mrs. Audrey Hirt*
Mr. and Mrs. Allen G.  Katen*

John M. (Mac)* and Grace E. Logan*
Ms. Gladys Morrison*
Mr. Holmes H.J. Raudenbush*
Ms. Adeline Rose Krohn*
Architect Orlando Salata*
The Honorable and Mrs. Joseph Schember
Ms. Lillian Schroeck*
Ms. Eleanor Schuetz Jones*
Ms. Audrey Tong*
Mr. Robert Ulrich*
Ms. Louise Waller*
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Watt
Ms. Mary Weschler*
Mr. Steve Wierbinski
Mrs. Rena Wierbinski
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Wittmann
Mr. Conrad Woelky*

Deceased *

Gifts given through the Pennslyvania Neighborhood 
Assistance Tax Credit directly supported the establishment 
of Barber Behavioral Health's Childrens' Behavioral Health 
Center in Erie, PA.

PENNSYLVANIA 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM TAX 
CREDIT 2025

Erie Community Foundation
Erie Insurance
Erie Strayer Company
Janitor Supply
Knox Law
Northwest Bank 
UPMC Heath Plan

An exterior photo of the new Children’s Behavioral Health Center at 1319 
Sassafras in Erie.

Our founder, Dr. Gertude Barber. 
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2026 Dr. Gertrude A. Barber Center Board of Directors
Mr. John Barber — President/CEO		  Mr. William Gloekler — Chairman

Atty. James Walczak Esq,

DIRECTORS

LEGAL COUNSEL TO THE BOARD

John J. Barber III, President/Treasurer 
Bridget Barber 
Tim Barnhart 
Robert Brabender, Esq., Vice-Chairman 
William Gloekler, Chairman 

Steven Groshek 
Dean Huya 
John Kersey 
Rand Levis 
Barbara Lincoln 

Max Maas 
Michael Martin 
Mary Ita Power, Secretary 
Lynn Rupp 
Kristen Schaefer 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Seated left to right: William Gloekler, 
Chairman, John Barber, President; 
Robert Will.
Standing left to right: Barbara Lincoln; 
Rand Levis; Robert Brabender; Dean 
Huya; Dr. Maureen Barber-Carey; 
Robert Barber; Atty. Timothy Wachter; 
Steven Groshek; Atty. James Walczak; 
Tim Barnhart; John Kersey; Max Maas, 
treasurer; Michael Martin; Patrick 
Barber, Dr. Thomas Wittmann; Mary Ita 
Power. 

Robert J Will 
Atty. Timothy Wachter, Esq.
Dr. Tom Wittmann 
Dolores Garvey, Emeritus

Edward Ahart II, MPA, has been named Chief 
Advancement Officer. Ed’s upbringing in New Jersey 
instilled in him a keen sense of service that aligns with 
our mission. His early career involved roles as a direct 
support professional in residential services, after-
school programs, and recreation therapy for various 
organizations and specialized schools throughout New 
Jersey. Ed's first opportunity in an Advancement role 
came as Assistant Director of Development at The Arc 
of Monmouth.

That person-centered perspective stayed with him 
throughout his career. Most recently, Ed served as 
the Chief Development Officer at Kean University 

Foundation where he built partnerships with donors to 
provide real-world experiential learning opportunities 
for students, established scholarships, supported 
faculty and research initiatives, and formed various 
academic partnerships in the community through 
philanthropy. With more than 12 years of philanthropic 
and advancement leadership, Ed will strengthen our 
ability to expand our mission thoughtfully, ensuring we 
have partnerships with donors, financial resources, and 
vision for long-term growth. He earned a Master of 
Arts in public administration from Fairleigh Dickinson 
University and a Bachelor of Arts in anthropology from 
Stockton University. Welcome Ed!

Welcome
EDWARD AHART

EdwardAhart@barberni.org
Mobile: (609) 457-3166
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John J. Barber
President/Chief Executive Officer
Dr. Maureen Barber-Carey
Executive Vice President
William Gloekler
Chairman, Board of Directors
Bridget Power Barber          
Vice President, External Affairs & Strategic Initiatives
Ed Ahart
Chief Advancement Officer
Tammy Roche 
Director, Strategic Communications
Andrea Krivak 
Event Coordinator
Lauren Harrington
Donor Relations Specialist
Anthony Esposito
Communication/Social Media Coordinator
Aubrey Smith
Web & Graphic Designer U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

S H I L L E L A G H  G O L F  T O U R N A M E N T 
June 18, 2026, Whispering Woods Golf Course 
W A R R E N  G I V E S  D A Y 
May 13, 2026
H I G H M A R K  W A L K  F O R  A  H E A L T H Y  C O M M U N I T Y 
May 30 (Pittsburgh) Point Park University 
June 6 (Erie) Penn State Behrend 

D I S A B I L I T Y  R E S O U R C E  F A I R
May 30, 2026
E R I E  G I V E S  D A Y 
August 11, 2026
A D A P T E D  O B S T A C L E  C O U R S E 
September 12, 2026, Waldameer & Water World 
L A D I E S  O N L Y  L U N C H E O N
November 21, 2026, Kahkwa Club 
B A R B E R  C H R I S T M A S  B A L L
Dec. 12, 2026, Bayfront Convention Center
A D U L T  S E R V I C E S  C H R I S T M A S  D A N C E 
Dec. 13, 2026, Bayfront Convention Center 

L E A R N  M O R E  & 
S A V E - T H E - D A T E S !
BarberInstitute.org/Events


